
7 New Children Placed 
this Past Quarter 
Charles Marwa - 1 year Charles was placed at Neema House 

in October 2016 after being found 
abandoned in the District of Chato.  
There is no known information about 
his family, though he was healthy 
and appeared well-cared for at the 
time of placement. 

 
 
Onesmo Peter - 1 year 
Happiness Peter - 2 mos 

Onesmo and Happiness were both 
found abandoned in Chato around 
the same time as Charles in October.  
They are believed to be siblings, 
though are not believed to have any 
connection to Charles.  Both 
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2016 STATISTICS  

•19 chi ldren were p laced 
at  Neema House 

•16 ch i ldren received 
support  through 
Community  Outreach 
Serv ices  

•13 ch i ldren received 
support  through Maisha 
Matters  ( started in  May 
2016)  

•12 ch i ldren were p laced 
with  their  fami ly  
members  

•4  ch i ldren were p laced 
in  adopt ive  homes 

•62 ch i ldren total  served 
dur ing  the year
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children were slightly underweight 
at the time of placement.  There is 
no known information about their 
family. 

Salum Hassan - 1 year 

Salum’s mother passed away from 
A IDS in Augus t and fa ther’s 
whereabouts have been unknown.  A 
family friend had been caring for 
Salum and attending our Maisha 
Matters program each week due to 
Salum being severely malnourished.  
However, despite helping the family 
with milk and food for Salum, he 
began losing weight.  After further 
i nve s t i ga t i on , the ca reg i ve r 
admitted that she was going to farm 
all day each day and was not feeding 
Salum regularly despite having the 
adequate resources.  It was 
therefore agreed that Salum would 
be placed at Neema House until he 

reached a healthy weight and could 
be guaranteed consistent care at 
home.  Salum is HIV+ and receives 
regular checks at the HIV clinic 
through the Geita Regional Hospital. 

 
 
Joyce Frank - 3 weeks 

Joyce was found abandoned in Geita 
town in October.  She was initially 
taken to the hospital where she was 
treated for a severe staph infection 
as well as malaria, though she was 
not found to be malnourished. There 
is no known information about her 
family. 

 
 
Maria Justo - 3 mos 

Maria was taken to the social 
welfare office in Geita Town in 

November and was reported to be 
abandoned. The following day, her 
mother showed up at the social 
welfare office and reported that she 
had le f t the ch i ld wi th the 
grandmother while she was in 
another town working for a few day.  
The mother denied abandoning her 
child.  Social welfare instructed 
Neema House to discharge the child 
to her mother. 

Frank John - 1 week 

Frank was found abandoned in Geita 
town and taken to the Regional 
Hospital where he was found to be 
healthy.  The hospital Social Welfare 
Officer then contacted Neema House 
to request placement.  There is no 
known information about his family. 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ADOPTION APPROVED 

In October, we said goodbye to 
Gloria, who has gone to live in 
Tanga with her forever family.  
We were sad to see her go but so 
happy to know that this girl will 
grow up in a loving home.  
Gloria’s new parents are actively 
working to help vulnerable 
children in their region of 
Tanzania.

Three more children are 
returned home to family 

In December, Neema House helped 
coordinate the return of two more 
children back to their families.  Shija 
returned to the village of Ingege to 
live with her parents and siblings. 
Prior to her returning home, we had 
discussions with local leaders, the 
chairman of the group for people with 

Albinism, and representatives from 
Nelico, all of whom have agreed that 
it is now safe for her to return home. 
Nelico has agreed to do followups and   
provide for the ongoing medical needs 
of Shija due to her albinism.  Sylvester 
left us to live with his paternal aunt in 
the village of Inyara.  His father is 
gone most of the week for his work, 
but stays with his sister every 
weekend.  This aunt is also caring for 
Sylvester’s two siblings. Both families 
were very happy to welcome these 
children into their homes.  Neema 
House will continue to do follow up 
visits to both families to ensure a safe  
transition.  At the instruction of social 
welfare, Maria (see new children) also 
returned home to her mother in Geita 
town after a short stay at Neema 
House in November.

Family Reunifications



Maisha Matters 

Neema House has continued to serve families through 
the Maisha Matters program by offering life-saving milk 
and food for babies whose mothers have died or are 
unable to breastfeed.  Through these efforts, we are 
working to prevent infant malnutrition, thus decreasing 
the likelihood of infant mortality for these children and 
preventing the need for out-of-home placement.   

This quarter, we served 9 children through this program, 
though we believe the need is greater based on the high 
incidence of women who die in childbirth in this country 
as well as the infection rate of HIV in our area.  As a 
result, we will seek to further educate local hospitals, 
clinics, and local leaders on this outreach so that we can 
maximize our help to this community. 

The families receiving care have seen great success in 
the improved health of the infant as well as others in 
the family.  We ensure that ever family sleeps with a 
mosquito net and provide weekly parent education 
training on relevant health and child development 
issues.   

For Christmas, we were even able to bless all of our 
families with gifts from donor families in the States of 
clothes, toys, soaps, and other items for their infants. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 




 
Reunified Children 

After children return home, Neema House continues to 
visit them for at least a year to ensure their ongoing 
health and safety.  If they have continued to do well  
with no identified concerns during that year, Neema 
House closes out services with the family but lets them 
know that they can always call in the future in the case 
of an emergency.  This quarter, we closed out services 
with two children after being home a year with no  

concerns.  Our last visit to Zepha was in October of this 
year.  He was found to be healthy, developmentally 
appropriate, and playing well with neighbor children.  In 

December, we visited Joshua for the last time.  Though 
his mother is still not receiving support from the father, 
she has moved into her own home and is running a 
business to provide for their needs.  We wish both of 
these children all the best! 

We also received a call in October that Neema, who 
returned home in June, had been hit by a motorcycle 
while walking 
w i t h h e r 
mother. We 
immediately 
m e t t h e 
mother at the 
hospital and 
then our staff 
constructed a 
p a i r o f 
crutches to 
help her walk 
d u r i n g t h e 
healing process.  

 
Today, Neema’s leg has healed well and she is able to 
run and play without further complications.  Praise God 
for healing!   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Serving Other Children in the Community

Pictured above is Nestory with her mother.  When we initially 
met her mother, she was suffering from severe postpartum 

depression and would not speak, make eye contact, or care for 
her child.  Today, she is the main caregiver for Nestory, attends 

weekly parent education, and is typically found smiling. 

Z E P H A
J O S H U A



Other Identified Needs 

Though we are unable to help every child, Neema House 
strives to never have to turn away children in 
emergency situations.  In October, while visiting one of 
our reunified children, the uncle told us that one of his 
children, William (age 8), had been very ill for a month.  
The family had not taken the child to the hospital, 
reporting that they believed he had been cursed so they 
had used traditional medicines to treat the ailment. 
Upon meeting William, it was obvious that the child 
needed immediate hospital care. 

Neema House immediately took William to Waja Hospital 
in Geita where he was admitted for a week.  William  
had severe swelling in all of his limbs and was unable to 
walk or move his arms.  He was diagnosed with sickle 
cell anemia and a severe bone infection due to lack of 
treatment.  William required an immediate blood 
transfusion, at which time it was also discovered that, 
unbeknownst to him, the father is HIV positive.  As a 
result, both Neema House staff and Waja hospital staff 
donated blood to save this child. 

During his time at the hospital, Neema House staff 
checked on William’s progress daily.  We helped 
introduce activities as a form of physiotherapy to help 

William regain the 
use of his arms and 
legs, such as hitting 
/ kicking a balloon 
and encouraged his 
father to continue 
the se exe rc i se s 
throughout the day.   

Though he regained 
his ability to use his 
arms and perform 
activities such as 
feeding himself or 

coloring, he continued to have extreme difficulty 
walking, however.  The doctor at Waja ordered an x-ray, 
which showed that the integrity of William’s hip bones  

had become extremely compromised due to the long-
standing infection and were on the verge of breaking.  
The doctor instructed that William should not walk on 
his legs unassisted for the next 2-3 months until further 
follow up could be made.  The hospital, however, was 
unable to tell us where we could get a pair of crutches, 
so Neema House staff made a pair of crutches and then 
spent time teaching William how to use them before he 
was taken back home. 

Upon return home, Neema House staff spoke with the 

family to educate them about the diagnoses of sickle 
cell as well as the father’s diagnosis of HIV.  Since then, 
Neema House staff has returned to check on William’s 
status, to complete further education with the family 
and work, and to empower them to seek the medical 
assistance that is available. 

William has continued to do well and has learned how to 
use his crutches with minimal problem.  Though his 

family verbally agrees to 
seek further testing and 
support for HIV, they have 
yet to follow up.  Neema 
House staff will continue 
working with the family to 
he lp them acces s any 
poss ible resources and 
medication to keep them as 
healthy as possible. 

Thanks to the assistance of 
our Facebook friends who 
have followed William’s 
story, arrangements have 
been made for him to see an 
A m e r i c a n p e d i a t r i c 

orthopedic surgeon at Bugando Hospital in Mwanza on 
January 16 to evaluate the long-term situation of 
William’s hip bones.  Neema House will provide all 
transportation for the family to that appointment to 
ensure that he gets the care that he needs. 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Staff Christmas Party 

On December 22, we had our annual 
Neema House Christmas party, 
complete with traditional Tanzanian 
food, American desserts, gifts, 
music, singing, and dancing.   

T h e w e e k 
before our 
party, this 
family from 
t h e 
community 
b l e s s e d 
N e e m a 
House with 
a goat and a 
chicken for 
our holiday 
feast.  All of 
t h e s t a f f 
w o r k e d 

together to prepare the meal and 
decorate for the 
occasion, and staff 
a s w e l l a s k i d s 
enjoyed the day. 

Though we saved the 
children’s gifts for 
Christmas Day, all 
staff received a gift 
a s we l l a s the i r 
Christmas bonus.  

 

 

Christmas Day 

On Christmas Day, all Neema House 
children were blessed with a box of 
presents that were picked out 
specifically for them.  Many 
different families in America 
donated these gifts for selected 

c h i l d r e n a n d 
purchased age 
a p p r o p r i a t e 
clothes, toys, 
s n a c k s , a n d 
to i let r ies for 
them.   

We have been 
blessed every 
year for the past  

three years to have groups of people 
help us ensure that these children 

have a fun day where they can feel 
special and receive gifts of their 
very own.  Thank you to all of the 

families that participated in the 
Christmas shoebox program.  We 
could not do this without the help of 
our supporters!

    Page          6

Christmas at Neema House


